Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: October 13, 2010    Member Attendance: 21

Birthdays: Janet Blacklede   Anniversaries: None
Guests: Koleene Herlocher (Mark Thomsen)

Announcements:  Last week’s Board meeting: introduction of new members and a secret project involving teamwork with Rotary on a sizeable combined donation.  A special presention with an award pin went to Mike Poggenklass.  Dan Breitbach announced that there will be a special event on Wednesday evening, December 1 in lieu of our noon meeting to celebrate our 90th year of service to the community.  Place TBA, wives invited.  Dan also had a hayseed-type poem to share with the group.(groan).

Happy Bucks: Dan Breitbach had a dollar to celebrate the ongoing recovery of the miners in Chile, and also paid a fine for the doggerel mentioned above; Mel Rhodes was happy that the tech only had to stick him once for a blood draw this morning – sometimes it takes five stabs.  Kinda stingy with the blood, Mel; Katie Hiatt-Braasch was happy for the fine weather this month; Joe Blanck had a dollar for football – not sure what, but he did mention “top 25”; Mark Thomsen was thrilled with the level of expertise with the recovery in Chile, and the moral fiber of the trapped miners; Ron Sunderman was happy with the great colors out there this fall; Chuck Wehage added a dollar for the miners; Mike Poggenklass shared a drawing by his four-year-old son, depicting Mike at a Kiwanis meeting; 

 Upcoming Programs: (see the web site, too), http://www.cedarrapidskiwanis.org/calendar.html   

Liz Mathes will visit on behalf of Four Oaks and the Boys and Girls club, and also pick up a donation from the Board.  In two weeks, Linn County Supervisor Brent Oleson will join us.

Word for the Day:  parsimonious:unwilling ot spend money or use resources; stingy or frugal.

Program Overview:  Leah Wilson, Major Gifts officer for the National Czech and Slovak Museum and Library visited to tell of activities since the Flood of 2008 and plans for the future.  Leah graduated Summa Cum Laude from UNI, and has a Master of Arts from the University of Iowa.  On balance, she does like kolaches.

Expecting a minor problem with flooding, the museum staff was able to haul off two semi vans full of stuff before being ordered evacuated, about 80% of the collection.  Much of the rest was saved and restored.

The  facility had  outgrown the building prior to the flood, and as part of the renewal will expand in size to triple the original space.  The original building will be moved starting this month, and placed atop a parking facility in order to raise the floor three feet above the level of the 2008 flood.  It will nearly be level with the 12th avenue bridge, which stayed dry in 2008.

Continuation of their mission was accomplished by a temporary move to the mall, and later the Kosek building, where it is today.

Serious fundraising is underway to pay for all this, with around $5M still needed to cover the $25M cost of recovery.  A pair of fundraising events are underway: BrewNost, at the Cedar Rapids Museum of Art on Friday, 10/15 and the Golden Prague raffle for a trip to the Czech Republic. Tickets are $10 each.

Scribe: C. Wehage






