Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: October 27, 2010    Member Attendance: 27

Birthdays: None   Anniversaries: None  Guests: Doug and Sharon Laird, Carla Goettel

Announcements:  Carla Goettel received a  $10K gift from Downtown Rotary and our club, and gave a brief update on Flood Them With Love, the charity for 2008 flood recovery.  Red tape continues to bedevil victims, so FTWL’ s approach has shifted from furnishings to monetary gifts for rent, utililties, etc.  The gift will be put to immediate and good use.

Don Grimm asks that club activities be promptly reported to him by project leaders, but not later than the fifth of each month for the previous month.  Don has an email out with the reporting form; Dan Breitbach continues with his intersection with Zen philosophy.

Happy Bucks: Chuck Wehage had a sheepish dollar for doubting that Missouri could escape destruction at the hands of the Sooners; Joe Blanck rubbed it in with a buck for the Tigers; Don Grimm had a dollar to celebrate wife Marj’s birthday; Doug Laird of Rotary had one for the good cooperation between his club and ours; Mel Rhode’s grandson is back from Afghanistan and another buck for Iowa State’s victory over the ‘horns; Dan Breitbach appreciated the Rotary connection; Katie Hiatt-Braasch was glad the political ads will end by next week; Bob Dye was rejoicing over his grandson’s cancer-free reading after his most recent two-month checkup; Pam Landon and Jim Platt had dollars, reasons which the scribe missed; Keith Sutherland proudly threw in a buck related to new grandson; Ron Sunderman elicited the envy of all with the length of the lens on his new Canon.

 Upcoming Programs: (see the web site, too), http://www.cedarrapidskiwanis.org/calendar.html   

Ron Connerly – New Beginnings

Word for the Day:  parsimonious:unwilling ot spend money or use resources; stingy or frugal.

Program Overview:  Brett Oleson, supervisor, Linn County, went over his resume’ from his roots in Burlington, education at U of I in political science and communications, his stint as Mary Lundby’s Chief of Staff in Des Moines, to his return to Iowa for a law degree.  He practiced law and lives in Marion with wife Pat and two children.

When Mary Lundby dropped out of the race for County Supervisor due to health problems, Brett took her place and won the seat.  

Brett is often in the minority of 4 to 1 votes by the Board, and represents a more conservative view, especially in fiscal matters.  He supports elimination of the County Recorder position, with the activities moved to the Assessor and Treasurer offices, yielding an ongoing saving of several hundreds of thousands.

Brett went over the four major building projects in the county, all replacements or renovations of flood damaged infrastructure.  They are: Linn County Juvenile Justice center, Linn County Community Services/Options of Linn County; Jean Oxley Linn County Public Service Center; and the Linn County Correctional Center.  Each project was explained with full color handouts, with details of the project and funding sources included.

Scribe: C. Wehage






