Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: October 6, 2010    Member Attendance: 26

Birthdays: None claimed   Anniversaries: None
Guests: None

Announcements:  The Governor’s dinner was held at the Little Amana Ox Yoke.  Chuck Wehage, Don Grimm, Pam Landon and Joe Blanck were present, and the latter three were installed (reinstalled?) by the governor in their CR Kiwanis positions; A Boys and Girls Club meeting will be held on October 20 in anticipation of their Kickoff event on November 3.  This will involve volunteering one Wednesday a month from 4:00 to 5:00; Dan Breitbach invited all to attend the Xavier Key Club inductions tomorrow night in the Regis-LaSalle Theatre at the school; The October board meeting will be held a Guaranty Bank on Tuesday’; Jim Moriarty collected greenbacks sufficient to replace our dilapidated podium; Don Grimm asks for cooperation in completing our membership roster by October 10 so he can certify it to Kiwanis International on time.

Happy Bucks: Jim Moriarty had a disappointment buck about the 6th Judicial District nominating process; Doug Dix had a dollar for the Broncos again; recent speaker Theresa Robinson, who asked us to vote on line to support a request for a grant to study Rett Syndrome, reported that the Pepsi grant was won, and matched by Pioneer Research of Colorado for a total of $500K; Keith Sutherland is progressing following surgery; Joe Schmall mentioned Randy Moss, now at the Vikings; Kelly Allen sent $2 with Dan Breitbach fo the cause; Christina Djerf is off to Chicago to run a marathon; David Graeff celebrated the Chief’s 3-0 record, and looks to victory over the Colts; Laurie Worden’s kids’ 9th grade football team is doing well; Pam Landon glad her daughter visited from Colorado, and grudgingly paid her dollar fine for the nice picture in the paper last Sunday.

 Upcoming Programs: (see the web site, too), http://www.cedarrapidskiwanis.org/calendar.html   

Linn County Supervisor Brent Oleson

Word for the Day:  habiliment – clothing or equipment peculiar to a given job or profession.

Program Overview:  Ann Cjecka is the curator and historical coordinator at Usher’s Ferrry.  The facility is city owned and operated (as opposed to neighboring Seminole Valley Farm which is city owned but operated by a private committee).   Usher’s Ferry was a kind of reproduction of a typical Iowa small town as it would have been in the 1890 to 1910 years.  All of the buildings were moved there from elsewhere as they became available.  The big deal was the flood of 2008, when 34 of the 36 exhibits were damaged. 

The facility is again operating, primarily as an educational tool, with just 10 exhibit buildings.  No FEMA money was used in restoration, because that would have necessitated unaffordable flood insurance.  Usher’s Ferry will just take a chance on future flooding and the good will of volunteers that helped so much in the past cleanup.  The downsized “town” will still be up to  the job of teaching about typical Iowa small town life from a historical viewpoint.

The city’s policy of holding off mitigation in favor of their consultant’s advice to slow down in order to maximize FEMA payments did not work well in the case of Usher’s Ferry.  Much of the mold would have been avoided if the volunteers could have gotten in there early.  Ann commended their local and Vista volunteers for the big job they did.

Scribe: C. Wehage






