Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: March 2, 2011    
Member Attendance: 22

Birthdays:  0         
Anniversaries:  Kelly Allen, Kelly Moore and Laurie Worden
  

Guests: John Gillespie (guest of speakers); Lanny Parker (Pam Landon) 

Announcements:  Joe Schmall says 17 of us have turned in $6K, and urges redoubled efforts; Joe also visited the Xavier Key Club – they are actively selling tickets, and volunteers for the breakfast are arranged; Joe Blanck reminds of the Bring Up Grades activity next Wednesday; Dan Brietbach had a load of baloney disguised as an announcement, claiming his Zen Master status.

Happy Bucks: Steve Walrath was VERY happy that his son has been elected Student Body President at UNI (we should have charged more than a buck – this has significant financial rewards); Dan Breitbach was happy that his two daughters that play round ball for a local college are joining their team for the school’s first ever trip to the NCAA for a women’s team; John Anderson had an equally balonic response to the Zen wisdom, and another buck to lament that “Old” Peterson Hall at Coe was constructed ten years after John graduated; Fran Brown was happy for a recent family visit – including newly minted driver grandson – and a second buck to commemorate a couple of days on jury duty; John Schweitzer was happy to hear a gardening piece on Jim Doyne’s radio show; Jim Platt reports being cancer free per his urologist; Don Grimm added more sausage to the Zen pile (as with the others,  not worth repeating here); Mike Poggenklass rejoiced in Justin Bieber’s birthday, reason not apparent.

Upcoming Programs:  Next week: Cedar Rapids Mayor Ron Corbett.  See also http://www.cedarrapidskiwanis.org/calendar.html for more calendar items.

Word for the Day:  roundelay – a short, simple song with a refrain.  Wordsmith Grimm doubtless heard a few of these in college at Sigma Phi Delta offsite events (none to ever be repeated in present company).

Program Overview:  Shari Miller, Dan Pledge Johnson and Jenny Byrne-Burtis let us in on an activity that is under the Department of Correctional Services, 6th Judicial District, called Children of Promise.  This group organizes mentors for children of incarcerated parents to help break the cycle of subsequent generations going the same way.  At present, they have 40 mentors and could use 20 more to spend an hour a week one on one.  The kids are ages 5 – 18.  

In addition to the mentoring program, they also have a Youth Leadership program for kids in the 5th to 12th grade.   A third program is called Foster Grandparents, which brings in 55+ -ers to help with this good cause.

Besides the prevention of failed lives, this program saves a ton of money.  The force multiplier is over 10 to 1 for the cost of incarceration versus that of prevention.  Over $50B/year is spent on prisons in the US.  One in 31 people in the US are in jail, and this program hopes to get that ratio way down.

Scribe: C. Wehage






