Downtown Cedar Rapids

Kiwanis Club

Luncheon Meeting: Wednesday, March 3, 2010
Presiding:
Pres. Dan Breitbach
Member Attendance:  22

Guests:
Dr. Joel Sardzinski (owner Blair Ridge Dental) guest of Jim Doyne


Ed Brown (EJ Brown Investors) guest of Mike Poggenklass

Birthdays:
none
Anniversaries:
Kelly Allen – 1st, Kelly Moore – 2nd, Dan Thies – 3rd, Laurie Worden – 4th and Jim Moriarity – 6th
Announcements:

1. Mary Corkery announced that Sister’s funeral is tomorrow at 1:30 in Dubuque at Mt. Carmel.  Visitation is 9-11 a.m. followed by a prayer service/rosary, followed by lunch then the funeral.  
2. Joe Schmall made a couple of announcements regarding the Pancake breakfast coming up on the 20th:  a) he and Dan Breitbach met with the Xavier Key Club this morning and gave them 200 tickets to sell; b) we need a big push these last two weeks on ticket sales.

3. Dan Breitbach announced that the March board meeting is next Tuesday, March 9 at Bradley Riley Law Firm.  Send any agenda items to him.

4. The Golden K Club has officially disbanded and we’ve received a check for $356 for our Service Fund.

5. John Anderson announced there will be a Governor’s visit to Williamsburg on Tuesday, April 6 at the country club in town.
Happy Bucks:

Breitbach put in a buck for the Boardmans as they really miss him; Breitbach – just a happy guy that his parents miss him and he’s got the key to the condo; Grimm – daughter got home from Santiago, Chile before the earthquake hit; Schweitzer, Allen, Hiatt-Braasch, Sundermann and Walrath – bucks for Sister; Doug Dix a buck for Sister and one for being back.
Upcoming programs:  

March 10: Jan Thomas with Olivet Nazarene
March 17: Martin Weisenberg with the Riders Club

March 24: Quinn Pettifore (sp?) with CR Downtown District

Program Overview:

John Anderson introduced Lindsey Helsper, the local coordinator for AYA, Academic Year in America, an international student exchange program.  Each year approximately 1000 students from 30 countries participate in AYA’s program.  They are the best and brightest 15-18 year olds in these countries.  Lindsey just started with the program in January.  She currently has one girl coming this fall from Germany and hopes to recruit host families in the area for additional students.  Host families are responsible for providing the home, a bed, meals and most importantly, a welcoming environment for their exchange student.  Students come with their own spending money.  They typically stay for one school year or only a semester.  AYA has a fund which helps the host family with expenses incurred for cultural trips/events.  And, for families who host repeatedly, AYA helps with roundtrip flights for host families to visit their students’ home countries.
Lindsey is hopeful that Kiwanis will consider involving her students with some of our volunteer projects, invite them to a luncheon, and help them understand the service club aspect of America.

Word for the Day:

Don submitted “portmanteau” which was immediately answered correctly by Mary Corkery as a piece of luggage.  Formal definition: a case or bag for carrying clothing and other necessaries when travelling; originally of a form suitable for carrying on horseback; now applied to an oblong stiff leather case, which opens like a book, with hinges in the middle of the back.  It’s also French for an officer who carries a prince’s mantle, a valise, a clothes-rack.
Submitted by:
Dan Breitbach




Email report to: Chris Newitt  [ctnewitt@earthlink.net]
Scribe:
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In 2 weeks:
