Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: March 7, 2011    
Member Attendance: 23

Birthdays:  0         
Anniversaries:  Jim Moriarty
  

Guests: Lanny Parker (Pam Landon, App submitted) 

Announcements:  Joe Schmall reports we are up to $7K, looking forward to Saturday, March 19; Joe Blanck reminds of the Bring Up Grades activity today, and that real progress is becoming apparent by way of homework being turned in and grades going up.

Happy Bucks: Katie had an appreciation buck for the humble scribe (who then was shamed into a $ response), and another long story about people with Y chromosomes appearing in ladies rooms at MIA and MSP airport terminals; Mark Thomsen is expecting his sixth grandchild; Don Grimm had a buck to zing Ron Sunderman about his upcoming trip to Egypt, and said Sunderman says it’s a go – he’s had the briefing about not ridiculing chants from the minarets.

Upcoming Programs:  Next week: Doug Nelson, GM of the CR Kernels.  See also http://www.cedarrapidskiwanis.org/calendar.html for more calendar items.

Word for the Day:  Rafish.  Disreputable, low, vulgar.  Several examples were proposed as being present at the meeting.

Program Overview:  Mayor Ron Corbett was introduced by Mark Thomsen.  The mayor has five children, and in a less exciting phase of life, did business as Peppe’s Ice Cream.

The mayor discussed the rapid trend upward in potholes in our streets, and the squeeze caused by the “system” that is limiting proceeds from the road use tax fund for use by the city to invest in long term fixes for aging infrastructure.  Overall, cars are using less fuel, also reduces tax collections for roads, and opting for gasohol reduces revenue too.  Gas taxes should probably go up, but in the current political climate at the state and federal levels, it ain’t gonna happen.

The current distribution formula favors rural areas – counties – over cities.   Distributions from the state amount to $11M against a budget of $20, leaving $9M to be covered by property taxes in CR.  This budget pays for salt, sand, fixing potholes and all the rest of street maintenance.

  Any new work, such as was done on Council Street, requires issuance of bonds, which are paid off by city property tax payers.

There was a not-too-subtle commercial for the vote on May 3 to make the current 1-cent local option sales tax go on for 20 years.  This would pay for permanent repairs to streets, and also enable completing the planned flood protection scheme – for BOTH sides of the river.  This funding plan would also equalize investments such as Council Street by enabling neighboring communities to contribute to the roads they use to get to work and shopping in Cedar Rapids.

Scribe: C. Wehage






