Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: April 28, 2010    Member Attendance: 22 (Approx.)

Birthdays: None

Anniversaries: Kevin Carlson, Don Grimm, Ron Sunderman

Guests: - Ben Guenther, recently a Kiwanian from Storm Lake, President of Liberty Bank

Announcements; President Breitbach is organizing a trek to a Mass on Sunday in Dubuque in memory of Sr. Charmaine who passed away recently; Families Helping Families has their big gala, looking for our participation; please send thank-you notes to corporate sponsors of our pancake breakfast; Joe Blanck is looking into a Kiwanis Night at a Kernels game – July 1, 2 &5 were under consideration; a sheet for a Skip-A-Meal fundraiser benefiting Kiwanis International Foundation.

Happy Bucks  Ron Sunderman reports that grandson Jack has returned from the varsity soccer squad to the JV team, where his superior skills are apparent; Bob Dye says his spouse has received the Volunteer of the Year at Tyler school; Pam Landon had a nice visit with daughter in San Antonio; Chuck Wehage got his old lawn edger going again; Mel Rhodes daughter was awarded kudos by the Physics honors fraternity; Katie Hiatt-Braasch was happy to be planting flowers; Mike Poggenklass celebrated finding out who painted our ambo blue (Elmcrest maintenance); Don Grimm is back from the Detroit Engine Show, and also reports that his daughter received a promotion.

Upcoming Programs: Next week: Deb Frieze, head of Families Helping Families; May 12th – Karen Beseler, a dentist working with Spanda to provide missionary health services in Africa; May 19th – a speaker from Morton, talking about the planned Medical Corridor on the SE side

Word for the Day:  Perorate: (1) speak at length; (2) conclude an oration

Program Overview: Mario Affitagato, professor of physics at Coe, gave a very enlightening talk about the trends away from science, technology, engineering and mathematics careers among US young folks.  Most innovation takes place in the US, but more and more on the backs of technical leaders that are not born in the US.  China and India, especially are accelerating technical education, and will soon be repatriating the PHD’s to staff their own educational establishments.  China is opening about one college every month, and the leadership of those institutions frequently come from US universities that recruited from Asia in the past.  A reliable, native-born, source of scientists and technical leaders must be developed.  This effort has to start with the young, and the onus is on parents, K-12 schools, and community support organizations.  America has a really appalling level of general scientific knowledge at all levels; we need to fix that if kids are to aspire to technical careers.

Scribe: C. Wehage






