Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: May 26, 2010    Member Attendance: 23

Birthdays: None
Anniversaries: John Schweitzer – 14 years

Guests: David Morton (Rod Thorpe); Pam Homesey (Mike Poggenklass)

Announcements: Ben Gunther, Mark Thomsen and Pat O’Connor were announced as new members; John Schweitzer says to subscribe to Community Concerts - $30 for five events; Foundation Meeting scheduled for next Tuesday at Coe, says President Breitbach; Katie Hiatt-Braasch says to come to a membership meeting at Elmcrest next week after the regular meeting.

Inductions:  Conducted by Bob Hatala and Katie Hiatt-Braasch.  Inducted were: Joel Sardzinski (Jim Doyne), Mark Thomsen (Mike Poggenklass), Gunnar Vizecki (Mike Poggenklass), Patrick Collins (Corporate member, replaces Lonna Drewelow) and Ben Gunther (transfer).

Happy Bucks: Keith Sutherland is celebrating his 42nd wedding anniversary; John Anderson was happy for Janet Blackledge’s hosting of the former Golden K chapter; Bob Hatala threw in a buck and gave Joel Sardzinski a case of Bud Light, who helped him with a mediation; Kathleen Hedlund was happy to be back among us after a long absence; Dan Breitbach had a buck for some dubious reason; Don Grimm mentioned an Air Show; Mel Rhodes was just plain happy, and the scribe believes that John Locher also threw in a Happy Buck.

Word for the Day:  alfresco – literally, in the open air

Program Overview: Mike Sundall gave the pitch for the new PCI clinic to be in the Medical Corridor between our two hospitals.  Mike is PCI’s CEO, and told of the initial plan to establish a new campus north of Hiawatha that could provide parking adequate for the 250 patients per hour that his doctors see.  They based the design on five other “Medical Malls” around the country.  The Cedar Rapids city fathers convinced PCI to look at the downtown option, even though it is likely more expensive.  Of all the facets to the problem, the issue of closing 2nd Avenue SE for two blocks seems to be a lightning rod for the community.  PCI is spending even more money to fund a traffic study on that problem.

PCI, wherever they end up, will maintain their four centers of excellence in medicine: Diagnostics, Orthopedics, Cancer, and one other which the incompetent scribe missed.

Scribe: C. Wehage






