Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: June 1, 2010    Member Attendance: 25

Birthdays: None   
                           Anniversaries: Doug Dix, Bob Hatala

Guests: None

Announcements; Membership committee meets after today’s meeting, says Katie Hiatt-Braasch; the State golf event will be held in Ames at Coldwater on June 14.  Call Dave Graeff or Chuck Wehage for details and to sign up.  We have three players, and would like at least one more for this fun and worthy event; Secretary Don Grimm asks leaders of activities to get reports of participation and level of effort (hours) to him soon; Mary Corkery still has 13 slots to fill for our August Kernels activity.  We want the whole $2200 bucks, so please contact Mary.

Happy Bucks  Ron Sunderman’s grandson Jack scored the winning goal in overtime to beat Duane Kurrelmeyer’s grandson in soccer.  They were sitting at the same table, and no food fight ensued; Richard Boardman had a dollar to celebrate the situation(he was at the same table); Keith Sutherland, just back from New York, was aglow over his grandson’s fourth month; Christina Djerf was just plain happy, mostly because of the nice day; Don Grimm had two bucks, one for Marjorie’s departure, and another for her return; 

Upcoming Programs: Next week:– a rep from Freedom Fest.  Upcoming weeks will feature a Xavier speaker followed later in the month by Jack Ogden of the Gazette and finally, member interviews by our own intrepid reporter, Mike Poggenklass (known to some as Schnicklefritz Kattzenjammer).

Word for the Day:  Mephitic.  Offensive to the smell (of a vapour or exhalation); pestilential, noxious, poisonous. [ed. note: Microsoft Word did not underline this one in red, surprisingly]

Program Overview:  Dave Schreck, Rockwell Collin’s program manager for Holistic Weapon Systems, started by explaining the difficulties and challenges experienced by our military in the current unpleasantness.  The bad guys are intermingled with civilians and good guys, so weapons must be aimed with extreme precision to avoid “collateral damage”.  Secure and more accurate forms of GPS are used to achieve the required level of precision.  Bombs, rockets and even artillery can target small corners of a building, and typically arrive at the destination within a foot or two of the aiming point.

With such accuracy, only one weapon is needed to take out a target that would have taken 1500 B-17s in WWII.  With such efficiency, fewer convoys need be exposed to dangerous travel in insecure territory because so many fewer weapons are required.

Secure and reliable communications are the key to modern strategies, which is where Rockwell Collins comes in.  Not everyone realizes that drones patrolling in SW Asia are actually being piloted from Nevada.  This requires wideband sensor data headed this way, and control signals going the other way.  The marketing term for this is “Net Enabled Warfare”
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