Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: June 8, 2011    
Member Attendance: 25

Birthdays: Fran Brown     Anniversaries:  Katie Hiatt-Braasch, Christina Djerf

Guests: Brian Macek, VP, Reliable Machine (Joe Blanck)

Announcements Pam Landon reviewed the explorative effort toward a Miracle League as a joint venture of all nearby Kiwanis Clubs; there will be a board meeting Tuesday; Katie Hiatt-Braasch invites comments about our web site, preferably before the board meeting; Katie also thanked the 13 Kiwanians that helped with the Tanager Summerfest last Saturday; Doug Dix is looking for another golfer to fill our foursome at the Kiwanis State Golf Tournament in Nevada (IA) next Saturday; Pam Landon will be circulating a signup sheet to staff the Kiwanis table at the August 6 Farmers Market downtown;  Pam also is looking for more help to do Kernels wrist banding in August; Fran Brown is looking for a good home for her vinyl record collection (no, they are not wax cylinders or gutta percha).

Happy Bucks: Dick Boardman was happy to see John Anderson doing better; Bob Dye celebrated a letter to the editor written by his wife – Tuesday’s paper; Joe Blanck was happy to see his son graduate from Xavier.  He’s going on to Iowa State; Pam Landon was aglow from her vacation in Colorado last week, and had more bucks for a visit by her sister, and an upcoming convoy with sisters and mom to Kansas City; Katie Hiatt-Braasch is now an empty nester, except for her beloved Cocker Spaniel; Christina Djerf was happy for her wedding anniversary, and had another buck for the Czech and Slovak museum move; Ron Sunderman was sad that Wash got beat in state soccer, and now wants a refund on the $17 in good luck bucks from last week; Gerry Kneeland is going to be a grandpa – again; Dick Boardman says Duane Kurrelmeyer is home, doing better, and undergoing intensive rehab.  Duane may join us next week; Mike Poggenklass is celebrating his daughter’s first birthday and had a celebratory dollar for the lack of any wisdom of a Zenduism nature, either in person or by email.

Upcoming Programs:  Byron Tabor will be here to pitch the Miracle League program for Cedar Rapids.  See also http://www.cedarrapidskiwanis.org/calendar.html  for more programs

Word for the Day: Disport.  Refl. To disport oneself: to cheer, divert, amuse, or enjoy oneself; to occupy oneself pleasurably; now especially to play wantonly, folic, gambol, sport; to display oneself sportively.  [Scribe Note: no mention of Rep. Wiener was made, but……]

Program Overview: Goeff Eastburn of Ryan Companies and project manager of the Cedar Rapids Federal Courthouse, told of the project.  Ryan is an “at risk” contractor – they stay on budget or eat any excess.  The eight story office building is a multi-tenant federal building with five completed courtrooms and another in reserve, unfinished.  The building was funded after years of languishing down the priority list as a way for the federal government to create a stimulus in the area after the floods of 2008.  The security requirements of the building drives the construction costs to the $400 per square foot range, at least double the usual commercial rate.  US Marshals service is in charge of the specs, and will be the major operator of the building.  Of note is the lengths they went to separate judges from defendants, and both of those from the public – elevators, egress, etc.

The flood caused a redesign to raise the building about nine feet, with the added lower level used for secure VIP parking.
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