Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: July 28, 2010    Member Attendance: 22

Birthdays: None
Anniversaries: Fran Brown (Didn’t we celebrate this last week?)

Guests: Bob McAvoy, third (and last, for now) week running.  Have a great trip to AZ, Bob.  Bring your passport.

Announcements: Ron Sunderman will keep the phone project going for a while, but the initial shipment will be made after today’s meeting.  Ron reports people are discarding a higher grade of phone these days, so the payback should be better; Don Grimm says all the shirts are here except for the special order with CR.  Pick up your shirt from Don AND PAY HIM!
Happy Bucks: President Dan Breitbach had a happy buck just for the fun of being here, and another in appreciation for John Anderson’s long vacation fishing in Canada; Don Grimm was extremely happy that the Wheelchair Ramp Accessibility Program – WRAP – has been accepted as a 501©3 tax deductible nonprofit (Don did the application); John Anderson was happy for the great aforementioned Canada trip; Janet Anderson had a good time on a visit to Wisconsin.  So good, in fact, that she forgot to bring her suitcase back with her (beyond that, her lips are sealed); Jim Platt had a school reunion in which 9 of the 13 grads returned; Jim Doyne paid a small fine for numerous mentions of his effective advertisements for Jim; Joe Schmall is already fired up for football, with officials workshops coming soon and the first game scheduled at Luther on September 4; Katie Hiatt-Braasch happy to be back after a three week absence.

Upcoming Program:  Next week, new member Mark Thomsen will describe his business.

Word for the Day:  Theodolyte: an optical angle measuring device.  Similar to a surveyor’s transit.

Program Overview: Mark Ayala, SIU (Carbondale) grad and erstwhile USAF officer and C-130 pilot, spoke of his passion – Angel Flight.   Angel Flight hooks up private aviators with people in need, to provide long distance access to health care.  They have 53 pilots in the local chapter (Hawkeye Wing) and others that provide ground services such as local transportation.  Beside the local subsidiary, AF has 1500 pilots in the ten state region.  Pilots fund the entire cost of transportation per FAA rules against faux charter operations, and donations are sought from organizations such as Kiwanis to fund maintenance of offices that arrange the trips.  A typical mission costs AF $300.  Fuel and aircraft rental charges cost the pilot several multiples of that number, and can be deducted from income if the pilot itemizes deductions.

A means test is used to control abuse of the generosity of the organization and the pilots.  However, this test does allow for consideration of the big picture, such as the cost of frequent trips over an extended period, necessary for treating such things as club foot in children.

Mark’s day job is as a “marketeer” in the Government Systems Division of Rockwell Collins.

Scribe: C. Wehage






