Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: August 11, 2010    Member Attendance: 27

Birthdays: None
Anniversaries: John None

Guests: Bob McAvoy (last time for sure – off to AZ now); Dr. Karen Besler (previous speaker – associated with Spanda, Inc. project along with Dr. Fitzgerald and Carol Luth to bring medical, dental and eye care to a “village” of 32,000 Kenyan people.   Karen asks us to consider attending a fund raiser in the near future to help purchase dental equipment for the project.)

Announcements: Secretary Grimm is passing around a new membership list.  Check off your name after corrections; the Board has named a committee to help plan a celebration for the 90th anniversary of our club.  Contact Dan B. if you have a suggestion for additional committee participants; the Board plans to make a major donation to one of our sponsored projects, something on the order of $5 to 7K.  Ideas are sought; the Installation of Officers will take place at our regular noon meeting on September 29th; Ron Sunderman says the phone collection project has netted $174.  Quite painlessly, says Ron.
Happy Bucks: Jim Platt thanks Mel Rhodes and John Schweitzer for taking his shifts at Kernels games; same for John Anderson (Schweitzer again, plus Fran Brown); Bob McAvoy had a couple of really lame jokes for his parting shot; Charlene and Richard Boardman celebrate 50 years of marriage; Pat Collins thanks Mary Corkery and Dick Boardman for Kernels subbing; Pam Landon had $5(!), afterglow from family gathering in Kansas City; Don Grimm was just plain happy; the last word came from Dan Breitbach, whose third daughter chose to attend the same college as her sibling – college unnamed to avoid an additional fine. You’d think it would be worth a buck for an opportunity to mention such a fine institution as Coe College (Oops! I think you owe the fine now anyway, Dan.)

Upcoming Programs: Next week Lee Bellefield will talk about The Hotel at Kirkwood.  Amy Geiger, also from Kirkwood, will speak on August 25.  All upcoming programs will appear on the web site in the future, says Mike Poggenklass.

Word for the Day:  Wordsmith Grimm blew off his assignment this week and paid a fine.  Mike Poggenklass stepped in with “Ameliorate”, meaning to make or become better; improve.

Program Overview: Jason Taylor is  a math and science teacher at Kirkwood, and is coordinator for a program called “Project Lead The Way”.  This program makes available high level engineering and science classes to junior and senior high school students throughout the Kirwood footprint.   Using Skype teleconferencing, the classes can collaborate with similar programs on particular projects with other schools throughout the country.  Local high tech industry is heavily invested, with one class meeting at Rockwell Collins facilities and using their labs.  Classes are: Principles of Engineering, Digital Electronics, Biotech engineering and Civil Engineering/Architecture.  The goal of all this is to address the country’s need for science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) professionals.  Emphasis is placed on recruiting minorities (females in these fields are considered minorities, and are heavily recruited).  The courses high school credit, but also count in college later on.  They cost the student nothing, and the schools benefit from a Department of Education subsidy.  It’s win-win.

Scribe: C. Wehage






