Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: August 18, 2010    Member Attendance: 23

Birthdays: Ron Sunderman, Chuck Wehage
Anniversaries: Jeff Hollingsworth

Guests: Bob McAvoy (last time for sure – off to AZ now, again.   Bob says that if we see him next week, just send him home.)

Announcements: President Dan Breitbach sends greetings from Colorado (Mike Poggenklass ran the meeting); Mike read a list of important events – various firsts in history that occurred on this date (yawn); Jim Moriarty is planning to refinish our podium, and we ask all to find a loaner to use while he works on this one.
Happy Bucks: Charlene Boardman had a dollar to celebrate her husband’s absence; Chuck Wehage had one on the occasion of his birthday; Mark Thomsen is a happy empty nester, after daughter launched her academic career at Iowa State; Dave Graeff was at the PGA, and witnessed the Dustin Johnson debacle; Katie Hiatt-Braasch spent the day at the Iowa State Fair , ate all the crap (not her word), and is enjoying a small salad today; Duane Kurrelmeyer’s daughter turned 55 today; John Anderson passed along a plaque from the NE-IA district event.  It celebrates our great year for membership growth; Ron Sunderman’s grandson turned 16, and was presented with a Jeep.  Ron hopes the Trudy gene has not propagated to Jack’s generation; Pat Collins says Mount Mercy is now a University; Don Grimm had a sad buck because he received a donation intended for another club, and returned it; Mike Poggenklass was happy about the Brett Favre fiasco.

Upcoming Programs (see the web site, too): Amy Geiger, Cedar Rapids Community Foundation

Word for the Day:  Schadenfruede: taking pleasure from the misfortunes of others.  Easy one today

Program Overview: Lee Belfield of the Hotel at Kirkwood, told of how Kirkwood Community College, with the new hotel facility, makes Cedar Rapids the center of the world of hospitality management education.  The hotel is really a laboratory for students, shadowing professionals, to learn the business.  Some 250 students are in the program at any one time – most for two years, but some in shorter programs.  Graduates will find themselves in great demand by top hotels and restaurants around the country.  Turnover is very high in the hospitality business, so jobs will come quick and allow the graduate to choose the location.

The project has been in the works since 2004, and the building was started in August of 2008.  It is one of the “greenest” facilities in the state and cost about $30M.

They have about 100 rooms, priced at the top of the CR market.  They are extra heavy on banquet facilities, and expect to do a lot of business catering business meetings.  

The hotel opened “softly” on July 26, and will see the first crop of students this months.

Scribe: C. Wehage






