Kiwanis Club Weekly Scribe Report

Date: September 1, 2010    Member Attendance: 26

Birthdays: Don Grimm (today), Jim Platt (Sunday)
Anniversaries: None

Guests: None. 

Announcements: Katie Hiatt-Braasch reminded all that our web site is a lot better than in the past.  See it at www.cedarrapidskiwanis.org.  President Breitbach passed around a signup for the Spanda fundraiser dinner at Crowne Plaza on September 18.  We have arranged for a table of ten; Kiwanis International has recognized our club for our 90 years of service to the kids of this community, and for increase in membership by 5 this year; Board meeting – September 14, Guaranty Bank
Happy Bucks: John Anderson celebrated the first week of football; Jim Platt recognized the nice day; Joe Blanck had his 20th wedding anniversary; Mike Poggenklass had his tenth; Mark Thomsen had his 20th; Bob Dye announced that Colorado peaches will be on sale at the Golf HQ (nee: Nevada Bob’s) Thursday through Saturday this week and next; Dan Breitbach and spouse are celebrating their recently emptied nest; Doug Dix took his grandson fishing, and said youngster caught his very first fish; Keith Sutherland is looking forward to peach pie.  Scribe thinks Joe Schmall had at least one buck to rejoice over the first week of work as a football official.   
Upcoming Programs: (see the web site, too, http://www.cedarrapidskiwanis.org/calendar.html    September 8: "Estelle's Story" -  A child with Rett Syndrome by Teresa Robinson
Word for the Day:  zaftig – of a woman: rounded, pleasantly plump, sexy.  Wordsmith Grimm says the word came from old movies, and does not necessarily indicate any obsession on his part.

Program Overview:  John Langer, proprietor of The Gold Estate, had an entertaining program about the history of gold as a means of exchange and hedge against inflation.  Gold is now valued at $1246 per Troy Ounce.  About 2500 metric tons of gold are produced each year, and 1000 of that is from South Africa.  Gold used to be mined by panning streams, but that method pretty much has tapped out all the surface nuggets.  It is principally mined now by digging up prodigious amounts of ore, and then leeching out the metal with cyanide.  The New York Federal Reserve has the largest supply of ingots, some 540,000 of them at $180K each.  Fort Knox also has considerable reserves.

John’s business is buying scrap gold, jewelry, dental gold, silver coins and objects, etc., at his place of business near the Osaka restaurant.  He also has a store in Coralville.  His web site is www.thegoldestate.com.  The scribe also recommends http://www.vanguardblog.com/2010.07.26/gold-rush.html which should prove that now is a very good time to sell gold to John.

John is the brother of member Barbara Hoffman.

Scribe: C. Wehage






