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THIS WEEK------Au9ust I, 1973

RooseveIt Hatel--·Just go back and read "THIS WEEK" in 1ast week I 5 Bull eti n ~

That 1 s what the program ;s for this week---Frank Nye of the CR Gazette will
be on deck August 1 to give us his views of what went on over in Des Moines
during the mast recent session of the Legislature. (Frank couldn't make it
last week because of a conflict of schedules.)

DISTRICT CONVENTION----Des Moines, AU9ust 10/11/12

Ed Colton, Dick Landis and Duane Anton will attend as delegates. Alternates
are Russ Mueller and Charles McIntyre.

REPORTS DUE------Secretary Joe Power say's it's that time again. Understand
Jim Downing and Roy Parker turned their1s in last Wednesday. Joe wishes
others would follow their good example:

LAST WEEK

Can It quite forgive Russ Mueller for changing programs on me. Had a IILAST
WEEK II all written up to cover Frank Nyels presentation---·I arrive at the
Roosevelt Wednesday noon and Dick Landis gives me the word: Frank couldn't
appear July 25. (But do appreciate your rescheduling Frank Nye for August
1, Russ. 11 11 still be able to Jse that piece: Understand there are
those among the membership Who suspect I have a drawer of clippings and
ghost-written paragraphs and just pullout one to fit the occasion. That1s
where those of you who don1t attend meetings are at a disadvantage. You
only get my version~

But seriously---Duane Anton lined up an excellent program to fill in.
George Hamilton, Director of the Linn County Conservation Commission took
us on a slide tour of the county parks. As an old park tramper, I can
vouch for the authenticity of Mr. Hamilton's statement that Linn County has
some of the finest parks in the state. Have often thought----wouldn1t it
be nice if familiarity and knowledge of our own city, county, state and
nation rated with IItravel abroad" as a status symbol? I know, sour grapes:

IOWA OUTDOORS

Per George Hamilton·----93 of Iowa1s 99 counties have County Conservation
Commissions; the Legislature passed the bill creating this system in 1955;
Linn Countyls commission was organized in 1959 and began operation in 1960;
Linn County has 5,000 acres of park land with nearly a million visitors per
year. Financing capital expenditures, operation and maintenance comes from
property taxes, user1s fees (camping and picnic facilities) and Federal
funds. (The latter unpredictable in both amount and timing.) Approximately
one half of the 5,000 acres is open to hunting; much of the park land is
along streams and is flood plain land; camping clubs are a bit of a headache
to the conservation Officers, as the number of vehicles per family ;s beyond
imagination-----several cars, a trailer or motor home, a boat and possibly
severa1 two-wheeled vehi cl es per family: (There are 30 "recreati on vehi cl es II

licensed for every available camping stall in the U.S.~)

But, George Hamilton says they do their best to cope. However, he admits
he does have one real problem. The "wild" Mallard ducks the Commission
raises for release in the parks are so tame and dumb that they sometimes
gather on the roads and hold up traffic~ Wonder why a duck crosses the road?

VISITORS

John Randall, Jr., guest of Ron Moore.

ANNIVERSARIES

Roy Stoddard-----July 22, 1942. Gene Youn9-----July 24, 1972.
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