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THIS WEEK----August 29, 1973
Roosevelt Hotel--Downtown KIWfu~IAN Steve Root discussing the Salvation Army's build­
ing plans and the Army's program which serve our community.

HELP
Charlie McIntyre would like to hear from one of you. One of you who can see his way
clear to be the Club's "PANCAKE CHAIRMAN". (The sub-chairman will do all of the work!)
KIWANIS ' Pancake Day is Saturday, November 3. The four Cedar Rapids clubs are cooper­
ating to put on the affair. Marion KIW&~IS have decided to go it alone at a later date.
The Club's Pancake Chairman will coordinate the Downtown KIWANIS activities with those
of the other CR Clubs. Charlie's home phone is 362-9987 and office phone 362-3121.
Please give him a call.

ACTION COMMITTEE
Frank Wilbur and I found ourselves where the action was last Wednesday noon! We
inadvertantly sat down at the table occupied by the Special Projects Committee. And
a committee meeting was in session! Jim Oetken, Tom Beabel, Bob DeMeulenaere,
Waldean Rapp and Roy Parker were deeply involved in discussions of the Picnic/Tree
Planting project; getting Downtown KIWANIANS involved in the Bicycle Safety Program
and the possibility of the Club's sponsoring a Big Brother program in Cedar Rapids.
(Frank and I soon found they weren't interested in what we thought of the rain the
previous night, the cost of hamburger, etc. So, we just sat and listened to the
interesting things the Special Projects Committee has in the discussion and/or
planning stage.)

The Picnic/Tree-Planting-in-the-Park is the outgrowth of a suggestion that the
Club paint the fire engines! That's what Jim Oetken said!

The Committee feels that there must be some way the Club can help with the Bicycle
Safety Program and are currently exploring this possibility. (After seeing the
bicycle racers in Bever Park last Sunday, I'm not nearly as concerned about the
riders as I am about the pedestrians who might cross their paths!)

BIG BROTHER
Did you realize that there are 1,178 fatherless boys in Linn County? And that 908
of them are in Cedar Rapids? And that Blackhawk County has less than one-fourth
as many as Linn County? Sort of shakes you up, doesn r t it? The statistics came
from the information which President Jameson, Special Projects Committee Chairman
Gene Young and the committee have gathered since Big Brother (one boy/one man) was
suggested as a real "service" project the DoWntown KIWANIS should consider. Jim
Oetken has had some personal contact with the administrators of the going Big Brother
program in Waterloo. I gathered form eavesdropping last Wednesday that the next
step probably will be to invite one or more of those involved in the Waterloo
program to come to C.R. some Wednesday noon and tell us about it.

LAST WEEK
It all started in 1873 when John Stuart and his son Robert moved from Canada to
Cedar Rapids and built North Star Oatmeal Mills. After a series of changes in
organization, company name and management, The Quaker Oats Company was incorporated
in 1901. Plant Manager Bruce Sampsell didn't dwell on the history of the organiza­
tion but gave us a very interesting half-four outline of Quaker Oats operations,
products and philosophies.

It started with oatmeal, of course, but currently less than 15% of the Quaker
Oats Company's products are "hot cereal." Kids and the Quaker Marketing organi­
zation--probably in reverse order--have had a revolutionary effect upon the pro­
ducts which make up the current line. Ready-to-eat cereals have taken over.

Were you aware that Quaker Oats sales last year were $771 million; that the
Cedar Rapids plant is still "the largest cereal in the world"; that Quaker current­
ly employs 1,400; that the company has 30 manufacturing plants in the U.S. plus a
number abroad; and that, besides the grocery products, Quaker Oats is involved
in the manufacture and sales of chemicals, toys, yarn and needlepoint - to name a
fe,,; - in addition to owning a chain of restaurants known as ''Magic Pan" which had
its beginning in San Francisco? Neither was I until last Wednesday!

VISITORS
Virg Brownfield, from Florida and former Downtown KIWANIAN guest of Orie Lawrence.
John English from Longview, Texas guest of Frank Race. Bob Birr'soon to be of Des
~oines, longtime Downtown Kiwanian and Club Secretary, guest of the President
Jame~on and the Club. (Bob will move his family to Des Moines around the first of
September and cover western Iowa for AAA.)
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